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1. PURPOSE: To establish operating procedures, delegate authority, and establish 
inter-facility coordination requirements for IFR, VFR, and SVFR service. 
 
2. SCOPE: The procedures contained herein apply to the control of IFR and VFR 
operations between Detroit Metro Tower (A Limited Radar Approach Control facility), 
Detroit Approach Control, and Cleveland Air Route Traffic Control Center, and 
operations conducted in the Detroit Class B airspace. The procedures are 
supplementary to FAAO 7110.65. 

CHAPTER 1: GENERAL INFORMATION 

SECTION 1: GENERAL 

1-1-1. DEFINITIONS: 

 

¶ ZOB ï Cleveland ARTCC 

¶ D21 ï Detroit TRACON 

¶ DTW ï DTW Air Traffic Control Tower 

¶ Inboard Runways ï RYôs 21R/3L, 22L/4R 

¶ Outboard Runways ï RYôs 21L/3R, 22R/4L 

¶ Local Control Airspace ï The areas depicted in section 1-1-3-b. 

¶ Jet Departure Airspace ï The areas depicted in sections 3-1-1 thru 3-1-4. 

¶ Arrival Airspace ï The areas depicted in sections 4-1-1 thru 4-1-4. 

¶ Satellite Airspace ï The areas depicted in sections 5-1-1 thru 5-1-4. 

¶ ñArea 51ò ï The area from the ILS FAF to 1 nautical mile (NM) from the approach 
end of the runway as depicted in section 1-1-4. 

¶ The ñCAGEò ï The areas depicted in sections 4-1-5 & 5-1-5. 

1-1-2. OPERATIONAL POSITIONS AND FREQUENCIES: 
 

a. DTW ATCT:  
 

Position Callsign Frequency Vox Channel 

Metro ATIS KDTW_ATIS 133.670 dtw_133.67 

Metro Clearance DTW_DEL 120.950 dtw_120.95 

Metro Ground NE* DTW_NE_GND 119.450 dtw_119.45 

Metro Ground NW DTW_NW_GND 121.800 dtw_121.80 

Metro Ground SE DTW_SE_GND 119.250 dtw_119.25 

Metro Ground SW DTW_SW_GND 132.720 dtw_132.72 

Metro Tower East* DTW_E_TWR 118.400 dtw_118.40 

Metro Tower West DTW_W_TWR 135.000 dtw_135.00 

Metro Tower North* DTW_N_TWR 118.400 dtw_118.40 

Metro Tower South DTW_S_TWR 135.000 dtw_135.00 

*Reduced Positions 
 

 



 
b. D21 TRACON: 
 

Position Callsign Frequency Vox Channel 

East Feeder* DTW_F_APP 126.220 d21_126.22 

West Feeder DTW_S_APP 124.970 d21_124.97 

Third Feeder DTW_R_APP 124.250 d21_124.25 

West Arrival* DTW_A_APP 124.050 d21_124.05 

East Arrival DTW_B_APP 125.150 d21_125.15 

Third Arrival DTW_V_APP 128.470 d21_128.47 

JUNKR Sector(Satellite) DTW_K_APP 134.300 d21_134.30 

CITY Sector(Satellite)* DTW_D_APP 126.850 d21_126.85 

PONTIAC Sector(Satellite) DTW_P_APP 124.900 d21_124.90 

CRUXX Sector(Satellite) DTW_Y_APP 118.950 d21_118.95 

Jet Departure East* DTW_E_DEP 132.020 d21_132.02 

Jet Departure West DTW_W_DEP 125.520 d21_125.52 

*Reduced Positions 
  

 

   

 

 
NOTE: All DTW / D21 positions shall operate on voice server rw.liveatc.net. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1-1-3. GENERAL AIRSPACE: 

 
a. When staffed, the D21 TRACON is delegated jurisdiction from ZOB as depicted: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
b. When staffed, the DTW ATCT is delegated jurisdiction as depicted: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
c. Detroit Class Bravo Airspace: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    Issue and terminate Class Bravo clearances IAW FAAO 7110.65. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 



 
 
 
d. Minimum Vectoring Altitudes: 
 
   The minimum vectoring altitudes are as depicted: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1-1-4. ñAREA 51ò: 

 
a. ñArea 51ò: The boundaries of Area 51 are as depicted: 
 
 
 

 
 
 



b. DTW shall assume control and responsibility of Area 51 when the reported ceiling is 
2000 feet AGL or higher and visibility is 5NM or greater. 
 
NOTE - If DTW becomes unable to provide visual seperation from the FAF, D21 is re-delegated 
control and responsibility of Area 51. 

 

1-1-5. REDUCED POSITIONS: 

 
During times of reduced positions, unless staffed, all positions assume the 
responsibilites and control of the positions below their position. 
 
For example: If no Tower positions are staffed, D21 assumes Towerôs responsibilities and 
control. 

 

SECTION 2: COORDINATION & PRE-ARRANGED PROCEDURES 

 

1-2-1. DTW to D21: 

 
When no heading is entered in the scratchpad, the following pre-arranged headings are 
understood: 
 

South Flow 
 

North Flow 
 

West Flow    

RWY 22L 

 

RWY 4R   RWY 27L 

FIX 
HDG 

 
FIX 

HDG 

 
FIX 

HDG 

Jet/Prop 

 

Jet/Prop 

 

Jet/Prop 

ANNTS RWY/RWY 

 

ANNTS 360/310 

 

ANNTS 250/180 

RUZZL 230/260 

 

RUZZL 360/310 

 

RUZZL 250/180 

HARWL 230/260 

 

HARWL 360/310 

 

CAVVS 250/180 

DUNKS 230/260 

 

DUNKS 360/310 

 

SCORR 250/180 

PISTN 230/260 

 

PISTN 360/330 

 

MARRS 250/180 

LAYNE 230/280 

 

LAYNE 020/330 

 

OCTAS 250/180 

EARVN 230/280 

 

EARVN 360/330 

 

MOONN 250/180 

MISSED 230/280 

 

MISSED 360/330 

 

MISSED 250/180 

RWY 21R 

 

RWY 3L 

 

RWY 27R   

FIX 
HDG 

 
FIX 

HDG 

 
FIX 

HDG 

Jet/Prop 

 

Jet/Prop 

 

Jet/Prop 

CAVVS 200/150 

 

CAVVS 040/120 

 

DUNKS 310/360 

SCORR 180/150 

 

SCORR 040/120 

 

HARWL 310/360 

MAARS 180/150 

 

MAARS 040/120 

 

EARVN 310/360 

OCTAS 180/130 

 

OCTAS 040/100 

 

LAYNE 310/360 

MOONN 180/130 

 

MOONN 040/100 

 

PISTN 310/360 

MISSED 180/120 

 

MISSED 040/120 

 

MISSED 310/360 



 
 
 

1-2-2. D21 to DTW: 
 

IAW FAAO 7110.65 and FAAO 7210.3, inbound sequence will be considered forwarded 
when the following arrival scratchpad entries are entered: 
 

Scratchpad 
Entry Definition 

I1L ILS Approach RWY 21L 

I2L ILS Approach RWY 22L 

I2R ILS Approach RWY 22R 

I3R ILS Approach RWY 3R 

I4L ILS Approach RWY 4L 

I4R ILS Approach RWY 4R 

I7L ILS Approach RWY 27L 

I7R ILS Approach RWY 27R 

R1L RNAV Approach RWY 21L 

R2L RNAV Approach RWY 22L 

R2R RNAV Approach RWY 22R 

R3R RNAV Approach RWY 3R 

R4L RNAV Approach RWY 4L 

R4R RNAV Approach RWY 4R 

R7L RNAV Approach RWY 27L 

R7R RNAV Approach RWY 27R 

V1L Visual Approach to RWY 21L with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V2L Visual Approach to RWY 22L with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V2R Visual Approach to RWY 22R with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V3R Visual Approach to RWY 3R with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V4L Visual Approach to RWY 4L with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V4R Visual Approach to RWY 4R with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V7L Visual Approach to RWY 27L with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

V7R Visual Approach to RWY 27R with visual separation on preceding aircraft 

 
NOTE- When advertising (via ATIS) ONLY one (1) arrival runway and its associated 
approach, NO scratchpad entry is required unless the aircraft is reassigned another runway 
and / or a different type of approach. 

  
 
 



1-2-3. PRE-ARRANGED COORDINATION: 

 
a. Pre-Arranged Coordination is authorized for use only by Jet Departure Control, Jet 
Departure West and Jet Departure East. 
 
EXCEPTION: Aircraft handed off intra-facility may be turned on course or toward their 
destination airport by the receiving controller in the transferring controller's airspace.  
 
NOTE: This does not authorize the receiving controller to vector through intervening sectors 
without coordination. 

 
b. Departure West / East Controllers may climb or descend, but not level, aircraft 
through Detroit arrival airspace without coordination. Departure Control shall ensure 
lateral or vertical separation including wake turbulence separation from all targets that 
may conflict with any departure / arrival aircraftôs flight path. 
 
NOTE: This Pre-Arranged Coordination procedure applies only to Jet Departure and cannot be 
delegated to another position. 

 
c. The use of Pre-Arranged Coordination is not mandatory and may be discontinued by 
the Feeder/Arrival Controller in unusual situations. 
 
d. Feeder/Arrival Controllers shall inform the appropriate Departure Controller of all 
untracked targets or invalid Mode C readouts that may affect Pre- Arranged 
Coordination traffic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 3: DTW AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER 

1-3-1. AIRPORT TAXIWAY, RUNWAY, AND EQUIPMENT DIAGRAM: 

 

 
 



 

1-3-2. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 
DTW shall: 
 
a. Determine the runway(s) in use. 
 
b. Maintain the ATIS on frequency 133.67. 
 
c. Coordinate the current ATIS code, runways in use, and type of approach (I or V) with 
all positions. 
 
d. Coordinate runway changes with all positions. 
 
e. Determine control responsibility of Area 51 IAW section 1-1-4 and coordinate with all 
affected positions. 
 

1-3-3. VFR ARRIVALS: 

 
a. If the aircraft is at an altitude which will allow for initial entry into tower delegated 
CLASS B airspace outside of the area 45 degrees either side of the final approach 
course in use: 
 
1. When Area 51 is controlled by DTW, to the extent practical, DTW shall sequence VFR 

arrivals into the traffic pattern and ensure separation from traffic in the approach sequence. 

NOTE: Should conditions prohibit the exercise of, or warrant suspension of this procedure, DTW 

shall coordinate with the affected positions. 

2. When Area 51 is controlled by D21, instruct VFR arrivals to join the pattern on a mid-field 

downwind at 2500 feet and effect a hand-off to the appropriate Arrival Controller to be 

established in the approach sequence. 

b. If the aircraft is at an altitude which will allow for initial entry into tower delegated 
CLASS B airspace within the area 45 degrees either side of the final approach course in 
use, DTW shall instruct the aircraft to remain clear of the Class Bravo and contact the 
appropriate arrival controller to be established in the approach sequence. 
 

1-3-4. IFR ARRIVALS: 

 
a. Local Control areas of responsibility and separation are as follows: 
 
¶ When DTW Controls Area 51 ï ILS FAF to runway approach end. 
 

¶ When D21 Controls Area 51 ï 1NM final to runway approach end. 



 
NOTE: When D21 controls Area 51, communications transfer to DTW is made prior to the FAF. 
Control for turns and responsibility for separation is not transferred to DTW until the aircraft is 
inside 1NM to the runway approach end unless coordinated with the appropriate arrival 
controller. 

 
b. DTW shall issue missed approach instructions as follows:  
 
For all Jets - Assign 5000 and issue a jet heading IAW section 1-2-1. 
 
For all Props ï Assign 3000 and issue a prop heading IAW section 1-2-1. 

 

1-3-5. VFR DEPARTURES: 

 
DTW shall: 
 
a. For VFR aircraft not requesting flight following, assign an initial altitude of at or below 
2500 and terminate air traffic control services when the aircraft reaches the lateral 
boundaries of Local Control airspace. 
 
NOTE : When ATC services are terminated, instruct the aircraft to remain clear of Detroit Class 
Bravo airspace. 

 
b. For VFR aircraft requesting flight following, regardless of cruising altitude, assign an 
initial altitude of 2500, issue a heading that will enter Satellite airspace, and the 
appropriate Satellite frequency. 
 
NOTE: All VFR departures requesting flight following must be coordinated with the appropriate 
Satellite controller prior to the aircraft taking the runway. 

 

1-3-6. IFR DEPARTURES: 

 
DTW shall: 
 
a. Unless otherwise coordinated, provide 4mi initial separation, jet to jet, prop to prop, 
on like routes. 
 
b. For turbojet aircraft: 
 
1. With a cruising altitude above 10,000, issue an initial altitude of 10,000 with expected 
clearance to cruise altitude ten minutes after departure and the appropriate Jet Departure 
frequency. 
 
2. With a cruising altitude below 10,000, assign an initial altitude of 4000 with expected 
clearance to cruise altitude ten minutes after departure and the appropriate Satellite sector 
frequency. 



EXCEPTION: LAN ï requesting 8,000 or above ï 8,000 and issue jet heading. Requesting 
6,000 or below ï 4,000 and issue prop heading. 

 
c. Assign all prop aircraft with a cruising altitude above 4000, an initial altitude of 4000 
with expected clearance to cruise altitude ten minutes after departure and the 
appropriate Satellite sector frequency. 
 
d. Issue departure headings IAW section 1-2-1. 
 

NOTE 1: All turbojet aircraft assigned 4000 will be issued the appropriate prop heading. 
 

NOTE 2: Non-standard departure headings will be entered in the scratchpad and verbally 
coordinated with the appropriate departure controller. 
 

e. After coordination with the Departure controller, adjust headings to achieve the 
proper track in Departure control airspace. 
 

SECTION 4: D21 TRACON 

1-4-1. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 
a. D21 shall coordinate with DTW to determine the primary type of approach that will be 
conducted and advertised; i.e...ILS or Visuals. 
 
b. D21 shall coordinate the type of approach and runway assignment via scratch pad 
IAW section 1-2-2. 
 
c. D21 shall advise DTW whenever an aircraft will conduct an auto-land approach. 
 
d. D21 shall coordinate with DTW to determine control responsibility of Area 51. 
 
e. Separation at airspace sector boundaries is IAW FAAO 7110.65 except for the arrival 
corridors and arrival descent areas. The arrival corridors and arrival descent areas are 
ñuncommon boundariesò which allow the Arrival Controller to vector aircraft to the edge 
of the corridor / boundary. The Departure / Satellite / Feeder Controller is responsible to 
ensure 3NM lateral separation from traffic in the arrival corridor / descent areas at the 
same altitudes for IFR and 1.5NM for VFR aircraft weighing 19,000 lbs. or greater. 
 
f. All positions own 500 feet VFR airspace underlying their lowest IFR altitude. 
 
g. D21 shall provide the Tower controller with a manageable flow of traffic using the 
specified procedures. 
 
h. D21 shall not deliver to the Tower controller aircraft that cannot be contained within 
the Tower controller's airspace. 
 



i. Aircraft that will enter Tower delegated airspace inside the final approach fix shall be 
coordinated with the Tower. 
 
j. D21 shall transfer control and separation responsibility of inbound aircraft to DTW at 
the following Transfer of Control Points (TCP): 
 
¶ When DTW controls Area 51, at the FAF. 
 

¶ When D21 controls Area 51, at 1NM from runway approach end. 
 
k. D21 shall transfer communications of inbound aircraft to DTW prior to the FAF but no 
sooner than 10NM final. 
 
l. When sequencing to the inboard runways is authorized, D21 shall verbally APREQ 
prior to assigning an inboard runway to arriving aircraft within 12 flying miles from the 
airport. 
 
m. The Arrival controller shall vector pull-out traffic outside the FAF away from the final 
approach course for containment in D21 airspace. 
 
NOTE: The intent is to prevent pull-out traffic from entering Tower airspace and impacting the 
departure flows. 

1-4-2. VFR ARRIVALS: 

 
D21 shall: 
 
a. Establish large turbine engine powered aircraft in the approach sequence. 
 

b. When DTW controls Area 51: 
 
¶ Establish aircraft in the approach sequence if entry into Tower delegated airspace is within 

45 degrees either side of the approach course in use. 
 

¶ If the aircraft is at an altitude which will allow for initial entry into tower delegated CLASS B 
airspace outside of the area 45 degrees either side of the final approach course in use, 
Instruct the aircraft to remain outside of the Class B airspace and verbally point out the 
aircraft to DTW tower before changing the aircraft to the tower frequency. 

 
c. When D21 controls Area 51, establish all fixed wing aircraft in the approach 
sequence. 
 

1-4-3. IFR ARRIVALS: 

 
Reduced Separation on Final is authorized on RYôs 3R, 21L and 22L in accordance with 
FAAO 7110.65. 
 



NOTE: Should conditions prohibit the exercise of, or warrant suspension of this procedure, the 
Tower shall coordinate with all affected positions. 

 

1-4-4. VFR DEPARTURES: 

  
For all VFR aircraft requesting flight following in D21 airspace, D21 shall provide air 
traffic control services to the extent practical. 
 
NOTE: Should conditions prohibit the exercise of, or warrant suspension of this procedure, D21 
shall coordinate with all affected positions. 

 

1-4-5. IFR DEPARTURES: 

 
D21 shall provide separation between IFR departures and other known traffic using the 
specified procedures until control responsibility is properly transferred or is terminated at 
the D21 airspace boundary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CHAPTER 2: TOWER (DEL/GND/TWR) 

SECTION 1: CLEARANCE DELIVERY/FLIGHT DATA (DEL) 

2-1-1. GENERAL: 

 
a. General responsibilities are outlined in FAAO 7110.65, Tower Team Position 
Responsibilities 
 
b. Monitor and operate radio. 
 
¶ Metro Clearance Delivery - 120.95 

 
c. Process weather information. 
 

a. Retrieve the weather sequence utilizing the appropriate radar client weather 
function or the ñ.metarò network command. 

 
b. Disseminate SIGMET, CWA, and PIREP data. 

 
d. Coordinate with Local Control to determine runways and approaches in use. 
 
e. Prepare the ATIS.  
 

1. Identify the ATIS by phonetic alphabet code letters ñAlphaò through ñHotelò, in 
sequential order.  

 
2. Include the following: 

 
a. Weather sequence. 
b. Approach(es) in use.  
c. Arrival and departure runway(s). 
d. SIGMETS, CWAs, and PIREPs when necessary. 
e. Simultaneous visual approaches to parallel runways in use when appropriate. 
f. Runway / taxiway closures. 
g. Field condition reports. 
h. Braking advisories. 
i. Read back runway hold short instructions. 

 
f. Issue clearances via voice or text. All clearances must include the clearance limit, 
route, altitude, departure frequency, and beacon code. 
 



2-1-2. VFR DEPARTURES: 

 
a. VFR / Class Bravo: 
 

1. Issue and terminate Class Bravo clearances IAW FAAO 7110.65. 
 

2. VFR aircraft shall be cleared to maintain VFR at or below 2,500 feet. 
3. VFR aircraft requesting flight following shall be assigned the appropriate departure 

frequency and beacon code. 

 
b. SVFR. Only helicopters may receive SVFR clearances out of, into or through the 
Class Bravo surface area. 
 

2-1-3. IFR DEPARTURES: 

 
a. Process flight plan information: 
 

1. Review flight information for completeness and accuracy. 
 

2. Amend routings in accordance with LOAs. 
 

3. Enter flight plans into the system when received from the pilot. 

 
b. Routes.  
 

1. IFR aircraft shall be cleared out of the Detroit airspace via routes and altitudes described 
within the letters of agreement with the adjacent facilities. 

 
2. Aircraft should depart the Detroit airspace via an appropriate departure procedure or 

departure fix. If the aircraft is unwilling or unable to comply, notify the affected positions. 

 
c. IFR Altitudes. 
 

1. Jet aircraft requesting an altitude above 10,000 feet shall be cleared to maintain 10,000 
feet and expect their requested altitude ten(10) minutes after departure. 
 
EXCEPTIONS: 
 
a. Landing: 
 

¶ FNT, JXN, TOL (or satellites) ï 4,000 issue prop heading. 
 

¶ LAN ï requesting 8,000 or above ï 8,000requesting 6,000 or below ï 4,000 issue 
prop heading. 

 

¶ MTC, 76G, D98, PHN, YZR ï 4,000 issue prop heading. 
 
b. Others: 



 

¶ ROD1/RID1/FWA1 (north flow) requesting 10,000 or below ï 4000 and issue prop 
heading (D21 will coordinate with TOL). 

 

¶ ROD1/RID1/FWA1 (south flow) requesting 10,000 or below ï requested altitude 
(except 6,000) on course (D21 will coordinate with TOL). 

 

¶ LAYNE (south flow) requesting 12,000 or below ï 4,000 issue prop heading. 
 

¶ PISTN (south flow) requesting 12,000 or below ï 4,000 issue prop heading. 
 
NOTE: Never assign jet aircraft an altitude of 6,000. 
 

2. Prop aircraft requesting an altitude above 4,000 feet shall be cleared to maintain 4,000 
feet and expect their requested altitude ten(10) minutes after departure. 

 
d. Issue the appropriate departure frequency to all departures. 
 
e. VFR-on-TOP. If an aircraft requests VFR-on-TOP, enter an IFR flight plan into the 
system clearing the aircraft to a fix within D21 airspace and put VFR-on-TOP in the 
remarks. Handle as IFR. 
 
f. During simultaneous departure operations, assign departure runway based on 
departure gate as depicted: 
 

South & South/West Flow 
 

North Flow  West Flow 

RWY 22L 

 

RWY 21R 
 

4R 

 

3L  27L 27R 

ANNTS 

 

CAVVS 
 

ANNTS 

 

CAVVS  RUZZL MOONN 

RUZZL 

 

SCORR 
 

RUZZL 

 

SCORR  ANNTS HARWL 

HARWL 

 

MAARS 
 

HARWL 

 

MAARS  CAVVS DUNKS 

DUNKS 

 

OCTAS 
 

DUNKS 

 

OCTAS  SCORR PISTN 

PISTN 

 

MOONN 
 

PISTN 

 

MOONN  MAARS LAYNE 

LAYNE 

   

LAYNE 

  

 OCTAS EARVN 

EARVN 

   

EARVN 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION 2: GROUND CONTROL 

2-2-1. AREAS OF JURISDICTION: 

 

Excluding non-movement areas and active runways, Ground Control positions are 
delegated jurisdiction as depicted: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2-2-2. PROCEDURES AND RESPONSIBILITY 

 
a. General responsibilities are outlined in FAAO 7110.65, Tower Team Position 
Responsibilities. 
 
b. Monitor and operate radios. 
 
¶ North East Ground (NE) ï 119.45 

 

¶ North West Ground (NW) ï 121.80 
 

¶ South East Ground (SE) ï 119.25 
 

¶ South West Ground (SW) ï 132.72 

 
c. Ground control gives way to Local control. IAW FAAO 7210.3 paragraph 10-1-7(e), 
ensure that ground traffic will not obstruct runway exits that may be used by landing or 
crossing aircraft. 
 
d. Ensure that all aircraft or vehicles that must travel on an active runway (other than 
crossings) are switched to the appropriate Local Controllerôs frequency, even when GC 
and LC are combined. 
 

2-2-3. PREFERRED TAXI ROUTES: 

 
Taxi aircraft via the following routes: 
 

Terminal Runway Route to Runway Route to Terminal 

McNamara(South) 

22L/4R Uniform-Yankee Yankee-Juliet 

22R/4L N/A 
Alpha-Quebec or Alpha-A5-

Yankee 

21L/3R N/A Whiskey-Juliet 

21R/3L 
Uniform-Yankee-Victor-

Mike 
N/A 

27L Kilo-Tango Tango-Juliet 8-Juliet-Yankee 

27R Kilo-Victor Yankee 

  
  

Smith(North) 

22L/4R Golf-27R-Yankee Yankee 

22R/4L N/A Alpha-Victor-Golf 

21L/3R N/A Whiskey-Foxtrot-Hotel 

21R/3L Kilo-Victor-Mike N/A 

27L Yankee-Tango Tango-Juliet 8-Juliet-Yankee 

27R Foxtrot-Victor Victor-Kilo 
 

 



f. During simultaneous departure operations, taxi aircraft based on departure gate as depicted: 
 

South Flow 
 

North Flow  West Flow 

RWY 22L 

 

RWY 21R 
 

4R 

 

3L  27L 27R 

ANNTS 

 

CAVVS 
 

ANNTS 

 

CAVVS  RUZZL MOONN 

RUZZL 

 

SCORR 
 

RUZZL 

 

SCORR  ANNTS HARWL 

HARWL 

 

MAARS 
 

HARWL 

 

MAARS  CAVVS DUNKS 

DUNKS 

 

OCTAS 
 

DUNKS 

 

OCTAS  SCORR PISTN 

PISTN 

 

MOONN 
 

PISTN 

 

MOONN  MAARS LAYNE 

LAYNE 

   

LAYNE 

  

 OCTAS EARVN 

EARVN 

   

EARVN 

  

   

 

 

SECTION 3: LOCAL CONTROL 

 

2-3-1. AREAS OF JURISDICTION: 

 
Local Control airspace is delegated as depicted: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2-3-2. GENERAL: 

 
a. General responsibilities are outlined in FAAO 7110.65, Tower Team Position 
Responsibilities. 
 
b. Monitor and operate radios. 
 
¶ Metro Tower East (E) ï 118.40 

 

¶ Metro Tower West (W) ï 135.00 
 

¶ Metro Tower North (N) ï 118.40 
 

¶ Metro Tower South (S) ï 135.00 
 

c. Determine runway configuration and coordinate with all positions based on the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Preferred / calm wind flow is South Flow. Departures use runways 22L and 21R. Arrivals 
use runways 22R and 21L. 

 
2. When wind is 310-110 at greater than 8 knots, the runway configuration shall be North 

Flow. Departures use runways 4R and 3L. Arrivals use runways 4L and 3R. 
 

3. When wind is 260-300 at greater than 15 knots, the runway configuration shall be West 
Flow. Departures and Arrivals use runways 27L and 27R. 

 
4. When wind is 260-300 at greater than 8 knots, South / West Flow may be used at the 
local controllerôs discretion. Departures use runways 22L and 21R. Arrivals use runways 
22R, 21L, and 27L. 

 
c. The following procedures must be adhered to when conducting TIPH: 
 

1. Do not authorize aircraft to simultaneously taxi into position and hold on the same 
runway. 

 
2. Between sunset and sunrise, taxi into position and hold at any intersection is not 

authorized. 
 

3. The requirements necessary for issuing a landing clearance with an aircraft holding in 
position: 
 

¶ The reported ceiling must be 800 feet or higher. 
 

¶ The reported visibility must be 2 miles or greater. 
 

 



2-3-3. VFR ARRIVALS: 

 
a. If the aircraft is at an altitude which will allow for initial entry into tower delegated 
CLASS B airspace outside of the area 45 degrees either side of the final approach 
course in use: 
 
1. When Area 51 is controlled by DTW, to the extent practical, Local Control shall sequence 

VFR arrivals into the traffic pattern and ensure separation from traffic in the approach sequence. 

NOTE: Should conditions prohibit the exercise of, or warrant suspension of this procedure, 

Local Control shall coordinate with the affected positions. 

2. When Area 51 is controlled by D21, instruct VFR arrivals to join the pattern on a mid-field 

downwind at 2500 feet and effect a hand-off to the appropriate Arrival Controller to be 

established in the approach sequence. 

b. If the aircraft is at an altitude which will allow for initial entry into tower delegated 
CLASS B airspace within the area 45 degrees either side of the final approach course in 
use, Local Control shall instruct the aircraft to remain clear of the Class Bravo and 
contact the appropriate arrival controller to be established in the approach sequence. 
 

2-3-4. IFR ARRIVALS: 

 
a. Local Control areas of responsibility and separation are as follows: 
 
¶ When DTW Controls Area 51 ï ILS FAF to runway approach end. 
 

¶ When D21 Controls Area 51 ï 1NM final to runway approach end. 
 
NOTE: When D21 controls Area 51, communications transfer to DTW is made prior to the FAF. 
Control for turns and responsibility for separation is not transferred to DTW until the aircraft is 
inside 1NM to the runway approach end unless coordinated with the appropriate arrival 
controller. 

 
b. Local Control shall issue missed approach instructions as follows:  
 
For all Jets - Assign 5000 and issue a jet heading IAW section 1-2-1. 
 
For all Props ï Assign 3000 and issue a prop heading IAW section 1-2-1. 

 

2-3-5. VFR DEPARTURES: 

 
a. For VFR aircraft not requesting flight following, assign a heading that will exit the 
Class Bravo airspace and terminate air traffic control services when the aircraft reaches 
the lateral boundaries of Local Control airspace. 
 



NOTE : When ATC services are terminated, instruct the aircraft to remain clear of Detroit Class 
Bravo airspace. 

 
b. For VFR aircraft requesting flight following, issue a heading that will enter Satellite 
airspace and effect a hand-off to the appropriate Satellite sector. 
 
NOTE: All VFR departures requesting flight following must be verbally coordinated with the 
appropriate Satellite controller prior to the aircraft taking the runway. 

 

2-3-6. IFR DEPARTURES: 

 
a. Automatic releases are authorized for all departures. 
 
b. Unless otherwise coordinated, provide 4mi initial separation, jet to jet, prop to prop, 
on like routes. 
 
c. Issue departure headings IAW section 1-2-1. 
 

NOTE 1: All turbojet aircraft assigned 4000 will be issued the appropriate prop heading. 
 

NOTE 2: Non-standard departure headings will be entered in the scratchpad and verbally 
coordinated with the appropriate departure controller. 
 

d. After coordination with the Departure controller, adjust headings to achieve the 
proper track in Departure control airspace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER 3: DEPARTURE RADAR (JET DEPARTURE POSITIONS) 

SECTION 1: AIRSPACE DELEGATION  

3-1-1. SOUTH FLOW:  

 

During south flow operations, East Jet Departure & West Jet Departure are delegated 
areas of jurisdiction as depicted: 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

3-1-2. NORTH FLOW: 

 
During north flow operations, East Jet Departure & West Jet Departure are delegated 
areas of jurisdiction as depicted: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

3-1-3. SOUTH/WEST FLOW:  

 
During southwest flow operations, East Jet Departure & West Jet Departure are 
delegated areas of jurisdiction as depicted: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



3-1-4. WEST FLOW:  

 
During west flow operations, East Jet Departure & West Jet Departure are delegated 
areas of jurisdiction as depicted: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

SECTION 2: PROCEDURES AND RESPONSIBILITY 

3-2-1. GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

a. General responsibilities are outlined in FAAO 7110.65, Terminal Radar Team 

Position Responsibilities. 

b. Monitor and operate radios. 
 
¶ East Jet (E) - 132.02 

 

¶ West Jet (W) - 125.52 

 
c. IAW section 1-2-1, aircraft handed off intra-facility may be turned on course or toward 
their destination airport by the receiving controller (and climbed by Jet Departure) in the 
transferring controller's airspace. 
 

NOTE 1: This does not authorize the receiving controller to vector through intervening 
sectors without coordination. 
 
NOTE 2: It is the satellite controller's responsibility to coordinate with an adjacent Satellite 
position if the aircraft will not be climbed in sufficient time to avoid airspace delegated to that 
position. 

 
d. DTW traffic shall depart on appropriate Tower assigned headings IAW section 1-2-1. 
Departure headings shall not be altered until the aircraft exits the lateral limits of the 
Tower delegated airspace or reaches 3,000 feet MSL. 
 

NOTE: Departure headings other than depicted in section 1-2-1 issued by Local Control shall 
be verbally coordinated and entered in the scratchpad. 
 
NOTE: Departure assumes separation responsibilities when altering Tower assigned 
headings. 

 

e. Turbojets that depart DTW destined for satellite or adjacent airports shall be issued 
4,000 feet, assigned a prop heading and assigned JUNKR Sector or CRUXX Sector 
frequency as appropriate. 
 

EXCEPTION: Turbojets landing LAN shall be issued 8,000 and assigned West Jet Departure 
heading and frequency. 

 
f. Provide separation between departures and other known traffic until control 
responsibility is properly transferred or is terminated at the CLASS B airspace 
boundary. 
 




